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Infographic 4

Long-term benefits, backed by research

What two decades of self-compassion research actually shows.

Self-compassion has been studied in hundreds of trials since Dr. Kristin Neff first defined it in 2003. Two
large meta-analyses and dozens of randomised trials of Mindful Self-Compassion (MSC) confirm

consistent benefits across four domains:

Mental health

A meta-analysis of 79 studies found higher
self-compassion is strongly linked to lower
depression, anxiety and stress, with large effect
sizes (MacBeth & Gumley, 2012). The effect is one
of the most robust findings in well-being research.

Motivation, not avoidance

Self-compassionate people take more
responsibility for mistakes, persist longer after
failure, and are more motivated to improve —
because shame is no longer in the way (Breines &
Chen, 2012).

Relationships & emotion

Higher self-compassion predicts better
relationship satisfaction, less reactivity in
conflict, and greater capacity for empathy (Neff &
Beretvas, 2013; Zessin et al., 2015).

Body & health behaviours

Better sleep, healthier eating, more exercise
adherence, lower inflammation and faster recovery
from stress (Sirois et al., 2015; Breines et al.,
2014).

How much practice does it take?

Break) show benefits within weeks.
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